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Maryjane Kenney

From: Andrew Magee
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2007 9:00 AM
To: Board of Selectmen

Subject: FW: Main Street Sidewalk Plans

FYI

From: Magee, Andy
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2007 8:47 AM
To: ‘Edmund Starzec’; pberry@dwboston.com; lsr57@comcast.net
Subject: RE: Main Street Sidewalk Plans

Ed:

First let methankyou for your inputand concern.

I will be brief in orderto precludeanyviolation of openmeetinglaw~~but invite you to call me directly (978~46l

6248)or speakto me at ournextCPCmeeting.
This eidewalkhaslongbeenon the list of priority sidewalksandhasno relation to the Quail Ridge project.
Indeed,atour hearingPoliceChiefWidmayeridentified this ashis numberonepriority sidewalkin termsof public
safety. The Selectmenvotedto approvethe projectatthe lastSelectmen’smeeting. As the soledissentingvote
I wasaskedto work with BruceStamskion improving w.hat I sawasaserioussafetyissueat PostQifice
Square. In the meantime,the designis greatlydriven by landownershipissueswith the two principal property
owners- BrewsterConantandthe Acton WaterDistrict. I havehadcommunicationwith both in an effort to
identify an.ymodificationsthat would be acceptableto them andthatwould lessenthevisual impact. I will report
on thosediscussionsat thisevening’sSelectmen’smeeting.

Again, thankyou.

-Andy

From: Edmund Starzec [mailto:estarzec©verizon.netj
Sent: Sunday, June 03, 2007 6:10 PM
To: pberry@dwboston.com; lsrS7@comcastnet; Magee, Andy
Subject: Main Street Sidewalk Plans

Lauren, Peter, and Andy:

I amgenerally hesitant to insert myself into processeswith which I amnot directly involved but I can’t
help but notice the growing public concernwith the level of tree cutting associatedwith the proposed
Main Street sidewalk as well as frustration with theaccompanyingpublic process.While I sawthe
notice for the tree hearing on your agendaa few weeksago, it wasnot until I read SusanMitchell-
Hardt’s letter in this week’s Beaconandspokewith somefellow membersof the DesignReview Board
on Tuesdaythat I realized themagnitude ofthis action. I think it deservesa more openand thorough
public process.

I have two main questions.
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1. Why is this sidewalksuddenlya time-criticalpriority in light of recentclamoringfor sidewalks
in Acton’smoredenselysettledneighborhoods?This pastyearwe all heardfrom residentsof
ProspectStreetandotherneighborhoodsabouttheneedfor sidewalksin front oftheirhomes.I believe
thesidewalkpriority list wasexpandedandresortedat somepoint to taketheseconcernsinto account.I
don’t believethis partof Main Streetis evenon thelist. Could thefunding be redirectedto startoneor
moreof theseotherprojects?Rumorhasit that thefunding for theMain Streetsidewalkprojectis
mitigation from QuailRidge (I havelong sincerecycledthePlanningBoarddecisionandmy memory
fails mehere)butgiventhetown’s unflaggingwillingnessto accommodateMr. Peabody’sfrequent
proceduraloversightsoverthe last few years(Audoboncertification,pre-constructionwaterquality
testing,failure to properlystorechemicals,etc.)I would hopethat heis not somehowpreventingthis
mitigation fundingfrom beingusedelsewhere.

2. Why don’t we takethetime to seeif wecan’t improvethedesign?If it is importantto move
forwardwith theMain Streetsidewalk,it seemsclearthatthecurrentdesigncouldbe improvedto
reducethecuttingof maturetrees,therebyimproving thepedestrianexperienceandreducingconcerns
aboutlossof Acton’s remainingrural character.Taking aquick look at theplans,theyseemoptimized
to maximizeeaseof construction.I thinka sidewalkherecouldbe arealbenefit for thetown but it
needsto be carefullydesigneda Ia thegreatwinding, undulatingsidewalkswe seein partsof Lincoln
andConcord(andevenalongour ownPopeRoad!).Acton residentTom Dolittle, a trainedlandscape
architectandWalkBostonboardmember,hasvolunteeredhis servicesto help improvetheplan. If this
redesignwould requireadditionalfunding,I would hopethat theremight be acreativeway to fund it
perhapsthroughtheCPC.

From my own work, I know howfrustratingdelayfor thesakeof processcanbeandI don’t meanto
takeawayfrom the goodwork of staff. Thatsaid,if thereis any way to reopendiscussionon this topic
in comingweeks,I think thepublic will benefitno matterwhatdecisionis reached.

Thanks,

Ed Starzec
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